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Dear Ministry Partners and Friends, 
 
 
The Test of a Ministry is to ask what is God doing with it and how is God changing the people involved.  I would 
like to share a few stories about what God is doing using CSB. 
 
Danny and Shane :  After graduating from high school, Danny and Shane, 
members of Battalion 1540 at Claremont Bible Chapel, went on a 9-month 
missions project throughout the United States through their church.  Each week, 
their Evangelism team went to a different city, staying with a host church.  They 
shared the Gospel using various venues, such as door-to-door, college campuses, 
street corners and parades.  They saw many people receive Christ as Savoir.  The 
guys had to depend on the Lord many times and praise Him for what He has done.  
Danny and Shane attributed that their training in Brigade has greatly helped them 
prepare for the challenges they faced.  Danny (Herald of Christ) and Shane (who 
plans to complete his Herald of Christ soon), plan to return as leaders in their 
Battalion next fall and share what God has taught them. 
 
Paul is a 3rd grader raised by his grandmother in a non-Christian home.  After the Gospel was presented at a Stockade 
meeting, he was brought to one of the rangers.  Ranger Dwayne thought that Paul wanted to apologize for his 
behavior that night, but instead he wanted to accept Christ after Story Circle.  After Paul’s father came to visit him, 
Paul invited him to Father-Son Team Day.  While at Father-Son Team Day, Paul’s dad was exposed to the Gospel and 
was impacted by the testimonies of several other strong Christian dads.  God used these men to bring a dad and son 
closer to Christ and to each other. 
 
Gordon  was a Stockader in my Brigade unit many years ago.  I remember him as a quiet boy with crooked teeth.  I 
took him to winter (weekend) camp where I remember him making a decision to receive Christ.  In our Stockade, he 
did not stand out, probably due to being under the shadow of his over-achieving older brother.  Years later, by chance, 
Gordon saw me at a McDonalds.  I did not recognize him.  He was tall, handsome, and with straight teeth.  He was a 
Christian youth leader taking some teens up the mountain to winter camp. 
 
This story drives home to me the value and worth of each child.  I believe that every boy that God brings into my life is 
significant, and I feel obligated to be the best example and leader that I can be to him.  Aren’t we glad that God does 
not look just at what we are but at what we can become through Him.  Each child deserves no less from us (Phil 1:6). 
 
Summer Camp:  The Sequoia Brigade Camp season has started.  I am excited to be a part of it.  Christian 
summer camp is an excellent way to build relationships with Christ and each other.  Over half of all decisions for Christ 
are done in a camp setting.  

 
There are many excellent Christian camps in California.  I have counseled and visited 
some of them.  I believe that Sequoia Brigade Camp has two components that make it 
stand out: 
 

Junior Leadership Training:  Teen guys and gals (15-17) are trained to be junior leaders at camp.  They not only assist 
the Senior Counselors with running the camp, but they counsel and share Christ with the campers and are a strong 
Christian example as well.  Many new junior counselors are recruited from campers who want to be just like them. 



 
 
Strong Camp Counselors:  Most of our counselors return year after year because 
of their experiences at camp and because of how God has used them.  Our staff is 
very intergenerational: from junior counselors to old guys like me.  All of our 
counselors are screened by CSB staff.  We have strongly encouraged youth 
leaders and dads to come as counselors.  The relationships built at camp last a 
lifetime. 
 
Please pray for the campers and counselors at summe r camp.  Pray that God will do great things in thei r 
hearts and lives and that God will be honored throu gh it all. 
 
Rite of Passage is a phrase that can mean a number of things to people.  I believe when it comes to Christian 
maturity, it marks when a Christian has internalized his Christian faith, and it is his own.  Signs of this are a consistent 
Bible study because he genuinely knows it guides him in God’s ways and gives him insights to help others lead 
righteous lives; consistent prayer life where he sees over and over God’s answers to prayer and hearing a Call from 
God to Christian service where the only way it will be successful is to have God change the hearts of people and for 
God to make it work. 
 
Sadly, the majority of our church kids drop out after high school.  Many have not gone through this “rite of passage”.  
They have not internalized their faith.  It takes consistent discipleship and mentoring of our youth to make this happen.  
It takes missions trips like what Danny and Shane are experiencing and what our junior counselors are doing at 
Brigade camp to make this happen. 
 
I have found that when Christian youth are properly challenged and presented with the opportunity, they respond.  I 
have seen the opportunities in Brigade work.  This is how I try to run my Brigade at my church and with all the boys 
that God gives me to mentor.  Life is too short to do otherwise. 
 
Please pray for our young Christian men and women w ho are trying to become strong Christians that will  
stand alone and for the men and women who are mento ring them. 
  
2008 Regional Events:  The Spring CSB Regional events went well.  Thank you to all of you that participated 
and helped at these events.  Photos of the L A Clipper vs. the Utah Jazz (Feb 22) Brigade Night, So Cal Father Son 
Team Day (April 25-26) and So Cal Camporal (April 4-6) are now available on the So Cal web site.  The dates of the 
2009 So Cal Camporal are April 17-19 and the 2009 Father Son Team Day are May 1-2.  
 
Helen:  Recently, I have been challenged by Philippians 1:1, “Paul and Timothy, servants of the Lord Jesus 
Christ…”.  “Servant” really means slave with no rights and a position that will never change.  I’ve had an adrenal gland 
health issue that has made me have to change many patterns I have always had – very strange – what do I focus on 
instead.  It has been comforting that Phil 1:1 has not changed in my life.  I am a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ with a 
very benevolent Master who has only the best planned.  Each day my focus needs to be how can I meet His desires 
with no control of anything.  Same lesson with another perspective, but it’s all good.  Love, Helen 
 
 
Many Blessings, 

 
 
 

Norm and Helen Tacklind 
909-338-1439 
ntacklind@csbministries.org 
 
www.csbministries.org 
www.socalcsb.org 
 
Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  
Philippians 1:6 


